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Compandor
Rendelph Adr Foree bBase
Texas

Attention: Inv, He Strughold
Chiel’y, Space Medicine
Sehoel of Aviation Medicine

Dear [, Strughold,

Belated thanks to you and your people for the cordialities extended to
me during my visit lsst June, end for the excellent beckground material on work
in the © g flield,

In reference to my intention of keeping you informed of any progress
that we may heve made toward entering this field of interest, there hes been little
to reports The only event of interest outside the confines of CAL was & meeting
&t WPAFB in July. HNomm Ball, the Assistant Head of Flight Research, and I went
to the Field supposedly to contsct the XelS people and to inform them of our
interest in work on O g flight conditions, There was apparently confusion at
WPAFB concerning the purpose of our visit and when ve arrived, an sudience of 25
to 30 pecple were awaiting & telk (by me) on flight problems at 0 g Among those
sent were Major Simons (Hollomen), Scot Crossfield, Capt, MeCollough, and quite
mmber of people, both militery and civilian, who were not specifically identified.
to the large number of pecple invelved, not much was accomplished, We did
determiine the existence of eny possible sponsors in the group present,

After this trip, we at CAL decided to lay out rather thoroughly an ovele
all program for proposel rather than to build a progrem from customer requirements
once & customer was found, The internally sponsored preliminary investigation
of guidance system requirements te sutomstically provide trajectories within .01
g limits was completed. (Such sutomstically provided trajectories are entirely
feasille, s8 is the guidance system required to provide them,) Coasequently, we
are 8t & point where actusl guidence system design must awalt a decision as to
the aireraft type to be utilized,

Frogress on planning & program for the investigation of the humen operator
under 0 g conditions was not &s fast as the guidance system investigations, Ve
realiged that & trained psychologist should be imcluded in the group plenning the
program; however, obtaining the services of & good paychologist took & consideraile
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amount of time, We have recently obtained the services, on & consulting basis,
the best locally available experimental psychologist, Dr, Richard Bugelski. As
you may remember, Dr. Walter F, Stafford, a neurologist, is a member of the CAL
staff, With the consultations of these two gentlemen, we feel that we can lay
out a program that will answer some of the questions we feel tc be pertinent in
light of the background provided by your group during my visit. When we come
to the point of agresing with a sponsor on a specificslly detailed program, we
will certainly want your council and concurrence, When a draft of the proposed
program is ccmpleted, I will contact you for your information and sdvice,

Here at the Lab we occasionaly discuss the 0 g condition with armed
services persomnel who might be possible sponsors. It is surprising to me that
many people don't recognize the need for investigstions of this condition and
aren't familar with the possible problems associated with the free fall cone
dition., I would certainly appreciste any displayable statement by you or your
branch regarding the necessity of such investigations., I would slsc appreciate
any suggestions that you might make at this time regerding the direction such
investigatioms should take, particularly suggestions resulting from developments
since the time of my visit,

3incerely,

s B

Vehicle lynamics Departmeat
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Ces \a./ aume
Ir. Gersthewold
Major Stallings, Jr.
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