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Lt Colonel Charles A. Berry, USAF, MC

Lieutenant Colonel Berry was born in Rogers, Arkansas, on 17 September
1923, however has spent the better part of his life (from age 6) in

the Coachella Valley at Indio, California. He attended the Coachella
Valley Union High School, graduating in 1941, and the University of
California in Berkeley, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in

1945. In 1947 he received a Doctor of Medicine degree from the University
of California Medical School in San Francisco. This was followed by a
rotating internship on the University of California Service at the San
Francisco City and County Hospital and then three years of general
practice in Indio and Coachella, California.

He entered the United States Air Force in July 1951, serving first at
Hamilton Air Force Base, California, and then entering the Aviation
Medicine residency training program in September 1951. The years 1952 -
1955 were spent as Base Flight Surgeon and Deputy Command Surgeon in the
Caribbean Air Command, Albrook Air Force Base, Canal Zone.

The School year of 1955 was spent completing the final year of the resi-
dency training program at the Harvard School of Public Health. The
degree obtained was a Master of Public Health (Cum Laude).

In July 1956 he was assigned as Assistant Chief of the Department of
Aviation Medicine at the School of Aviation Medicine at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas, and, in July 1958, became Chief of the Department

of Flight Medicine. He served on temporary duty, Hollywood, California,
as Technical Advisor for "Men Into Space" during the Summer of 1959, and
in September 1959 reported for duty in the Aviation Medicine Division,
Office of the Surgeon General, United States Air Force.

In May 1956 he was certified by the American Board of Preventive Medicine
in the specialty of Aviation Medicine.

He is a member of the American Medical Association, the Bexar County
Medical Society, and the Association of Military Surgeons. He is a Fellow
of the Aerospace Medical Association, a member of the Space Medicine
Branch of this Association, and a member of the Committee on Aviation
Health and Safety--The Military Flyer, Program Committee, Education
Committee, and Committee on Life Sciences of the Aerospace Medical
Association. He is a Fellow of the American College of Preventive
Medicine and a member of Delta Omega (Honorary Public Health Society).
He is an Associate Fellow of the American College of Physicians. He is
Executive Secretary, of the Board of Governors, Society of Air Force
Flight Surgeons.



He is rated a Senior Flight Surgeon and has been awarded the American
Campaign Medal, World War II Victory Medal, National Defense Service
Medal, Navy Good Conduct Ribbon, the Commendation Ribbon and the Wings
of the Nicaraguan Air Force.
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