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PERd
Ling - 24-26 January
SURGEON GENERAL: Major General H, Eduardo Sousa Peixeto
General

Surgeon
Ministry ef Aeronantics

Arequipa 5105
Lima, Peru

General Scusma has been Air Ferce Surgeon Ueneral since 1956, He
attended the Aero Medical Association meeting in Denver, Colorado,
in May 1957, when Dr. Hurtado gave the Bauer lecture. In September
1960, General Scuga made a tour of U. S. medical installations.

Air Force Medical Service

Patterned on USAF medical organismation., All Flight Surgeons work
part-time and supplement low military pay by private practice.

The Army Central Hospital was opened in December 1957. It is
modern, well-equipped, and staffed by well-trained doctors. Standards
are high in comparison with hospitals in other parts of the country.
The hospital was outfitted by the American Hospital Supply Company «

It has 968 beds which can be increased to 1,200 beds in an emergency.
Air Foree personnel are accommodated by the Army Hospital. The Navy
and Police Force have their own hospitals.

Peru’s National Institute of Andean Biology (Institute Nacional
de Biolegia Andina) is undoubtedly doing the most outstanding aero=
medical research in South America. The Institute has been working
on USAF contracts from the School of Aviation Medicine. Dr. Alberto
Hurtado, Director of the Institute, has a capable staff of researchers
working on high altitude acclimatimation. The three laboratories of
the Institute are medern and well equipped: Huancayo (13,000 ft),
Morococha (14,500 ft) and Lima Clinical Laboratory, lNorecocha had
a Hoekefeller grant of $50,000 for laboratory equipment.

Dr, Hurtade, Director of the Institute, is a Harvard graduate
(late 1920's). He delivered the Bamer lecture at the Denver meeting
of the Aero Medical Assoeciation in May 1957, and reported a joint
paper with Dr. Robert T. Clark, Jr. on high altitude studies at the
Second International Symposium on Physics and Medicine of the Upper
Atnesphere and Space in San Antonio 1958, Dr. Hurtado is the most
outstanding aeromedical research scientist in South America.

For many years the Institute of Andean Biology has worked on USAF
contracts studying the "Mechanisms of Natural Acclimatization.” One
of the studies on Psychophysiology of Stress has established maximum
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CRILE
Santiago - 206-29 January

NEW SURGEON GENERAL: Colonel/Brig. General Marcial Baeza Martinez
Sr. Director of Health
Air Force of Chile
Santiago, Chile

to Brig. General., Dr. Baeza was formerly director of the Aviation

Patterned on USAF medical organization., Flight Surgeons work part-
time supplementing low military pay by private practice.

mnmtmummummoummmmmmmcm,
a suburb of Santiago. mulwwmmrmmmmm

Middleton, the Director, has done graduate study in the U. 3. and speaks
fluent English. The Institute has a staff of about 30 professicnals,
including two Hungarian refugees of considerable professicnal ability.
Laboratory equipment is comparable to that of any Us S. laboratory.
About sixty perceant of the equipment is of U 3, origine

The Catholic University, Institute of Physiology, has goed laboratory
equipment and all the standard facilities for a good research programn.
Dr. luco, the Director, udoin(fmmomhinnmw.hloy. He
trained under Dr. Cannon at Harvard. Dr. Luce is receiving some Us S,
financial support.
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Callao 1306, Dusnos Alres. Comodore Pablo Ruchelll is the Director of
the Tnstitubo, Most of the staff mesbers work part-tine. mm#
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1947) give an courge in aviation medicine, Mest of the work
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There are two medical research institutes which have done some aero-
medical researchs

wmamum,mmum
by Dre Bernarde loussay, & world rencwned physiclogist and former Hobel
Prizse Winner, Dr. Houssey is well over 75 years oids He is influential
mummnmmuumg. mxuumhgwﬂy
oguippeds The laboratery has received scue grants and other U, J. aide

Institute of ¢ University of Tucuman, at Mina Agallar,
has the of The Inetitute has two
at 2000 £t and the other at 14,500 feet.
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URUGUAY
Montevideo -~ 31 Jamuary-2 February

SURGEON GENERAL: Colonel Francisco L. Sureda
Chief, Medical Service
Uruguayan Air Force

Uruguay 1242
lontevideo, Uruguay

Colonel Sureda is the only Flight Surgeon in the Air Force. He
is assigned to the Army and detailed te the Air Force. Dr. Sureda
is a graduate of the USAF School of Aviation Medicine (1943). Colonel
Sureda has visited the U.,S. again in 1948 for & short course, It is
probably difficult for Colenel Sureda to visit the U, S. because his

Job is largely a one-man operation. He has been detailed to the Air
Force since 1936

Alr Force liedicine

Since the Air Force became independent after separating from the
Army in late 1953, it has tended toward stabilizing the assigmments
of medical personnel assigned to it in order to encourage service
loyalty. This has only been partially successful.

The Air Force Medical Service is largely USAF base hospital type
medical care., Sericus illnesses and injuries are handled by the Central
Military Hospital in Montevideo. A few medical officers work part-time
for the Air Force. They probably alsc have some civilian doctors under
contract. Medical support is believed to be weak.

The Central Military Hospital in Montevideo is equivalent to a U.S.
Army General Hospital. It has a 278 bed capacity in antiquated stone
buildings which have served the military for about 50 vears,

Two Montevideo medical institutes are working on USAF research
contracts:

The Institute of Biological Sciences is studying "Neurone Regenera-
tion and the Neurophysiclogy of Wakefulness, Sleep and Hypnosis.” Two
basic aspects of neurophysiology are being studied: mechanisms by
which neurones regenerate and processes accounting for different
behavieral states on the animal,

The Institute of Neurclogy is studying "Attention, Habituation,
and Conditioning as Related to Evoked Brain Waves." Technigues are
being developed for use in evaluating Air Force perscnnel.
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PARAGUAY

Asuncion - 2-4 February

SURGEON GENERAL ARMED FORCES: Brig. mmmm
Chief, Armed Forces cal (Army and Air)
Asuncion
Paraguay

General Cagliardone has been Medical Director of the Armed Forces
since January 1956, He is a dedicated and ocutstanding administrator.

Air Forge liedical Service

There are no trained Flight Surgeons in the Air Porces A few medical
officers are detalled from the Army to work part-time., Some civilian
physicians probably work under contract to bolster up the weak medical
supperts The Air Ferce has a dispensary in Asuncion at the Air Base,

The new Military Hospital in Asuncion has a 500 bed capacity. This

l;ecpiulmplmdteruwy-mmdthcmtimhm]ypmdof
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Uedical Nesearch

The Medical School of the University of Asuncion received a grant
of $8,000 from a U, S. donor for laboratory equipment., No medical
research capability has been reported.
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BRAZTL
Sao Paulo - 4=5 February

There are two productive medical schools in Sao Paulo — the
Escola Paulista de Medicina and the Medical School of the University
of Sao Paulo.

The Escola receives a lerge grant from the Rockefeller Foundation
for medical education. Dr. Magid Tunes is one of the cutstanding
medical educators in Latin America. Recently he made a survey of
educational procedures in U, S. medical schools and has developed
many original and progressive ideas.

The School of Medicine, University of Sao Paulo, is in large,
impressive, well-constructed buildings in the center of the City.
The University has a new Institute of Tropical Medicine to study
endemic diseases and the Institute Butantan (The Snake Institute)
which is a unique research institute concerned with problems raised
by varicus aspects of snake venoms.

Rio de Janeiro - 3-3 February

SURGEON GENERAL: Major General Edgard Correa de
Director General of Aeronauti Medicine
Bragilian Air Force
Marechal Camara Avenue 233
Ric de Janeiro, Braszil

General de Mello is a brother of the Chief of Staff of the
Bragzilian Air Force. He visited the States about two years ago.

Alr Force Medical Service

The Air Force Medical Service was recrganised by decree in
February 1960. In addition to being responsible for the health
of the Air Force, the service is responsible for medical programs
related to the selection and control of civil air personnel.

The Military Medical Service in Brazil furnishes medical support
far superior to that found in other countries of South America. Many
Flight Surgeons trained in U, S. hospitals and at the School of
Aviation Medicine. Erazil usually sends delegates to the Military

and Aerospace Medical Association meetings. Probably the fact
that Ceneral de Mello is a brother of the Chief of Staff puts the Alr
Force' Medical Service in a streng political pesition.

The Central Air Force Hospital in Rio de Janeiro is well staffed.
pment is modern. ledical care is furnished te Air Force persomnel
and their dependents.

Courses in Aviation Medicine have been given since 1935, The present
course runs eight months.




BRAZIL (continued)

The Air Force Medical Service publishes its own Journal of Aero-
medicine semiannually.

liedical hesearch

There are several Bragilian institutes in Rio de Janeiro and Sac
Paulo where good research is being done. A broader research potential
in medicine is developing as a result of Rockefeller grants, etc., and
staffing by Ue S. trained personnel.

The Institute of Bicphysics, University of Bragil Medical Schocl,
is doing very fine work on the "Electrophysiclogy of Excitable
Tissues,” This study for the USAF is concerned with electrie fish
who apparently use an electric discharge as an orientational aid.

Such studies may have ultimate utility in developing more sophisticated
guidance systens.



